
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

    C O M P A N Y  P R O F I L E  
 
 



INTRODUCTION

The F T Construction Group was formed in 1987 to amalgamate the well respected and long 
established names within the construction industry of Fordy and Thompson - it created a 
substantial Construction Group with a current turnover of  £40 million and more than 350 
employees.

The Group operates a policy of Direct Employment of Operatives and each year provides Craft 
Apprenticeship Training for a new intake of school leavers.

Walter Thompson (Contractors) Ltd has been established in Northallerton since 1920 and was 
incorporated as a Limited Company on the 3rd January 1946 (Nº. 402706).  The Company 
undertakes individual Building and Design & Build Contracts up to £15 million in value, together 
with Partnerships and Developments throughout the North East.  As well as directly employing all 
the traditional Building Trades and owning and operating a substantial Plant and Transport Fleet, 
including more than 100 vehicles, Walter Thompson also has in-house facilities for Property 
Maintenance, Electrical Installations, Structural Steelwork and Metalwork.  Together with being 
Constructionline registered, the Company is an Associate Member of the Considerate 
Constructor Scheme, a long-standing member of both the National Federation of Builders and the 
National House Building Council and operates to a Quality Management System fully accredited 
to ISO 9001:2008 and Environmental Management System fully accredited to ISO 14001:2004.

The Company’s Bankers are Lloyds TSB Commercial, Accountants Horwath Clark Whitehill and 
Insurance Brokers Bluefin.

The F T Construction Group also incorporates:

Private Developers
Tel: 01609 780700

Property Investment
Tel: 01609 780700

Building Contracts up to £500,000 and Property 
Maintenance including Measured Term 
Contracts.
Tel: 01609 772062

Electrical Contractors - undertaking installations 
and repairs up to £1,000,000
Tel: 01642 358040

Structural Steelwork, Architectural Metalwork, 
Specialist Products.
Tel: 01609 772103

L A N G T O N S  

George
Fordy Properties



CONSTRUCTIONLINE

Walter Thompson (Contractors) Ltd is registered 
with Constructionline, the UK’s largest register of 
Qualified Construction Contractors and 
Consultants.  Created and owned by the 
Department of the Environment, Transport and the 
Regions (DETR), Constructionline is now managed 
by Capita in a Public Private Partnership.

Constructionline Certification is an assurance of 
quality and demonstrates that we have reached the 
required technical, managerial and financial 
standards for work in the public sector.

Constructionline Registration Nº 3517

QUALITY ASSURANCE

Walter Thompson (Contractors) Ltd operates to a 
Quality Management System which is fully 
accredited to IS09001:2008 by SGS UK Ltd in 
accordance with Certificate Nº GB09/76502

We chose to incorporate “Design & Build”
procedures in our Q A System and therefore 
qualify for ISO9001

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT

Walter Thompson (Contractors) Ltd. operates to an 
Environmental Management System which is fully 
accredited to ISO 14001:2004 by SGS UK Ltd in 
accordance with Certificate No. GB08/74485.

We are involved in various waste reduction, 
recycling and green travel plan initiatives and have 
committed to the 10:10 Campaign to reduce our 
Carbon Footprint by 10% in 2010.























 

HEALTH & SAFETY  
 
 
 
 
We are fully committed to Health and Safety and our in-house 
Health and Safety Department is headed up by Steve English who 
spent 12 years with Northern Counties Safety Group, a Health and 
Safety advisory organisation specialising in construction. 
 
Steve visits all our sites and workplaces undertaking stringent 
Health and Safety Audits and providing advice and training to our 
employees.  We also employ Northern Counties Safety Group to 
provide independent auditing of our sites on a regular basis. 
 
Walter Thompson is CHAS Accredited and a Member of the British 
Safety Council. 
 
Our Site Managers are qualified First Aiders and have attended 
C.I.T.B. Site Management and Site Safety Supervision Courses 
together with specific training courses including Scaffold 
Inspection, C.O.S.H.H. Assessments, etc. 
 
All our Operatives are registered under the C.I.T.B. Construction 
Skills Certification Scheme which includes a one day Health and 
Safety Appreciation Course.  Our Plant Operators are registered 
under the C.I.T.B. Plant Operator Certification Scheme which also 
involves Health and Safety Appreciation Training. 
 
All Operatives and Site Visitors receive site specific Safety 
Induction together with Training relevant to their duties, e.g. 
Abrasive Wheels, Confined Spaces, etc. and attend “Tool Box 
Talks” on relevant subjects. 
 
We have suffered no fatalities or serious injuries on our sites 
during the last five years and have submitted RIDDOR reports for 
minor incidents as follows: 
  
 
 2008 = 4 
 2007 = 6 
 2006 = 5 
 2005 = 3  
 2004 = 5  
    
   
There have been no Improvement or Prohibition Notices issued to 
us or Prosecutions by HSE. 
 
We monitor our health and safety performance against the 
Constructing Excellence Key Performance Indicators and compare 
extremely favourably with the Industry norms. 
 
Our commitment to the Construction Skills Certification Scheme 
has been recognised with a Platinum Award from CSCS. 
 
 



CONSIDERATE CONSTRUCTORS SCHEME
We are extremely aware of the impact our construction activities can have on the people living 
and working within the locality of our projects.  Not only are we determined to minimise this 
impact but we are continually striving to significantly raise our operating standards to make this a 
positive rather than negative impact on the local community.  

Ivor Goodsite and the Poster Competition at Archibald Primary School, Middlesbrough

Walter Thompson Considerate Constructor Performance 2008/2009

In 2008 we became Associate Members of the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme.  As Associate Members, we do not just “register our Sites”, we 
wholeheartedly embrace the scheme principles and this now forms an 
integral part of our on-site Operations.  Registration also ensures that each 
individual site is regularly inspected by the Independent Scheme Monitors to 
ensure compliance within their criteria of Considerate, Environmentally 
Aware, Cleanliness, A Good Neighbour, Respectful, Safe, Responsible and 
Accountable.

We regularly achieve scores of 35 points or more with our highest score to 
date being 38 and have received a number of National Awards, each of which 
places us in the top 10% in the UK in terms of Considerate Constructor 
Performance and positively contributes to the BREEAM Scores for our 
projects.

Under the scheme, and in conjunction with our Health and Safety Policy, we 
regularly visit local schools and colleges to raise awareness of the dangers of 
construction sites and involve the school children in interactive presentations, 
quizzes and poster competitions as well as enthusiastically received visits 
from the Scheme’s mascot Ivor Goodsite!!



TRAINING 
 
 
Walter Thompson (Contractors) Ltd is one of the few General Contractors that has continued 
to directly employ Craft Operatives and provide proper Craft Apprentice training for new 
entrants. 
 
All the traditional building trades - bricklaying, carpentry & joinery, groundworks, concreting 
and drainlaying are undertaken by our direct employees. 
 
We have also continued to provide opportunities for school-leavers to enter the industry on 
traditional Craft Apprenticeships and more recently modern Construction Apprenticeships in 
each and every one of, at least, the last fifty years, regardless of trading conditions.  We now 
have second and third generations of some families with us. 
 
We operate the Construction Skills Certification Scheme, administered by the Construction 
Industry Training Board, for all Site Operatives and Managers/Technical Staff. 
 
Several of our Craft Apprentices have represented the Area, Region and even their Country in 
Skill Competitions. 
 
All our Plant Operators are also CITB Registered and have received the required Health & 
Safety training. 
 
Site Operatives who use specific tools such as Mobile Access Platforms, Scaffold Towers, 
Stihl Saws, Cartridge Operated Tools, etc. have received the required training to enable them 
to safely do so. 
 
We also recruit school-leavers at Technician level to train in Quantity Surveying and 
Estimating, provide year-out site based placements for Degree Students and recruit 
Graduates to train in Site Management and Quantity Surveying. 
 
All our employees receive Health & Safety training relevant to their position and level of 
responsibility, which ranges from Tool Box Talks on site for operatives to Safety Management 
Courses for senior staff.  All Site Managers are qualified First Aiders and have received 
training in Site Safety Supervision, Scaffold Inspection, COSHH Assessments, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFERENCES 
 
 
 
 Partnering 
    
Alston Murphy Associates Middlesbrough Council  Mackellar Architecture 
57 Grainger Street P O Box 65  8 Keel Row 
Newcastle upon Tyne Vancouver House  The Watermark 
Tyne & Wear Gurney Street  Gateshead 
NE1 5JE Middlesbrough  Tyne & Wear 
 TS1 1QP  NE11 9SZ 
Iain Murphy Nigel Carr  Paul Strong 
Tel:  0191 2302930 Tel:  01642 728643  Tel:  0191 2266690 
 
  
   
 Design & Build 
 
Browne Smith Baker Baker Mallett ARP Design Ltd 
1st Floor, Morton House Roseberry House Gear House  
Morton Road Lockheed Court Saltmeadows Road 
Darlington Preston Farm Gateshead 
Co Durham Stockton on Tees Tyne & Wear 
DL1 4PT TS18 3SH NE8 3AH 
Ray Nugent Paul Ingledew Andrew Pattullo  
Tel:  01325 462345 Tel:  01642 608511 Tel:  0191 4901155 
 
 
   
 Traditional 
  
Darlington Borough Council B3 Architects Cleveland Police Authority  
Hopetown House Grainger Chambers Police Headquarters 
Brinkburn Road 3-5 Hood Street P O Box 70 
Darlington Newcastle upon Tyne Ladgate Lane  
Co. Durham Tyne & Wear Middlesbrough 
DL3 6ED NE1 6JQ TS8 9EH 
Brian Dobinson Colin Twyman Jean Hodgkinson   
Tel:  01325 388766 Tel:  0191 2304466 Tel:  01642 326326   
 
 
 
 Financial 
  
Lloyds TSB Bank plc  
P O Box 686 
Black Horse House   
91 Sandyford Road Our Bank has blanket authority to provide 
Newcastle upon Tyne references to our Clients upon request 
NE99 1JW 
 
 



SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 

 Capacity With over 300 employees we are much larger 
than most Regional Offices of National 
Contractors. 

 
 

 Customer Service Our commitment to the project extends        
beyond handover with our dedicated Post 
Contract Services Manager ensuring a 
continuing client service. 

 
 

 Direct Employment Our projects are undertaken by local Directly 
Employed Craftsmen, not Labour Only 
Subcontractors. 

 
 

 Commitment to Training We provide genuine opportunities for each 
new generation to enter our Industry and 
become the skilled craftsmen and 
professionals of the future. 

 
 

 Commitment to Health & Safety Health and Safety is our number one priority in 
all our activities and we are continually striving 
to set the highest standards in our Industry. 

 
 

 In-House Facilities As well as employing CSCS Registered 
Craftsmen, we have in-house facilities for 
Property Maintenance, Plant and Transport, 
Electrical Installations, Structural Steelwork 
and Metalwork. 

 
 

 Quality Assurance We have ISO9001:2000 accreditation for our 
Quality Management System. 

 
 

 Partnering We are totally committed to the principles of 
Partnering, to avoiding conflict and developing 
long term relationships with Clients and 
Design Teams. 

 
 
 
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE ON www.ftcg.co.uk 
 



Walter Thompson (Contractors) Limited 
Construction House, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 8ED 

           Tel:  01609 780 700 – Fax:  01609 777236 – Email: wtcl@ftcg.co.uk 
 
George Fordy & Son Limited 
Construction House, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 8ED 

           Tel:  01609 780 700 – Fax:  01609 777236 – Email:  fordy@ftcg.co.uk 
 
Tom Willoughby Limited 
Standard Way, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL6 2XE 

           Tel:  01609 772062 – Fax:  01609 775443 – Email:  twl@ftcg.co.uk    
 

Wares Teesside Limited 
Wellington Court, Preston Business Park, Stockton on Tees, TS18 3TA 
Tel:  01642 358040 – Fax:  01642 358060 – Email:  wares@ftcg.co.uk 

 
Langtons Northallerton Limited 
Yafforth Road, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 8UF 
Tel:  01609 772103 – Fax:  01609 770747 – Email: langtons@ftcg.co.uk 
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